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CFR Members in the Last 3 Presidents' Administrations

From the CFR Website Membership Roster (names that I recognized) 

Abridged List from Wikipedia

The Council on Foreign Relations and the Media (article and a high resolution graphic)

(Note that names in the first section are not repeated in the second section, but may 
occur again in the Wikipedia section.)

CFR Members in the Last 3 Presidents' Administrations

The names on these three lists were taken from various sources for people in the 
administrations, then their CFR membership was confirmed on the CFR website. The 
amount of names for each President in the lists below may not be indicative of the CFR's 
relative penetration into the different administrations, as some sources for the people in 
the administrations were more extensive than others. Likely none of the lists are complete.

The Biden Administration 

Salman S. Ahmed, Director of Policy Planning in the State Department

Lloyd J. Austin III, Secretary of Defense

Antony Blinken, Secretary of State

William J. Burns, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency

Lisa D. Cook, Federal Reserve Board of Governors

Jonathan Finer, Deputy National Security Advisor 

Eric S. Lander, Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, Science Advisor to 
the President

Jack Lew, United States Ambassador to Israel

https://goldengalaxies.net/Quasar/?page_id=5576
https://www.cfr.org/membership/roster
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1029059
https://goldengalaxies.net/Quasar/


Zalmay Khalilzad, Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation 

Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security

Janet Napolitano, President's Intelligence Advisory Board Member

Jerome Powell, Chairman of the Federal Reserve

Gina Raimondo, Secretary of Commerce

Cecilia Elena Rouse, Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers

Jake Sullivan, National Security Advisor

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Ambassador to the United Nations

Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture

Janet Yellen, Secretary of Treasury

Jeffrey D. Zients, White House Chief of Staff, Counselor to the President, White House 
Coronavirus Response Coordinator

The Trump Administration

John P. Abizaid, Ambassador to Saudi Arabia

Elliott Abrams, Special Envoy on Venezuela (appointed 2 days after US recognized Juan 
Guaido as Venezuelan President)

Barbara Barrett, Secretary of the Air Force

David Bohigian, Executive Vice President of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation

Dan R. Brouillette, Deputy Secretary of Energy

Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation

Richard Clarida, Vice Chairman of the Federal Reserve

Jay Clayton, Chair of the Securities and Exchange Commission

Paul Dabbar, Under Secretary of Energy for Science

Mark T. Esper, Secretary of Defense, Secretary of the Army

Christopher A. Ford, Assistant Secretary for International Security and Nonproliferation

James S. Gilmore III, Ambassador to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe

Lisa Gordon-Hagerty, Under Secretary of Energy for Nuclear Security, Administrator of 
the National Nuclear Security Administration

Harry B. Harris Jr., Ambassador to South Korea

Robert Wood “Woody” Johnson IV, Ambassador to the United Kingdom



Kenneth I. Juster, Ambassador to India

Robert Kadlec, Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services for Preparedness and 
Response (Creator of Operation Warp Speed)

Zalmay Khalilzad, Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation

Christopher Landau, Ambassador to Mexico

Robert Lighthizer, Trade Representative

David R. Malpass, Under Secretary of the Treasury for International Affairs

K.T. McFarland, Deputy National Security Adviser

Brent McIntosh, Under Secretary of the Treasury for International Affairs

Herbert Raymond “H. R.” McMaster, National Security Advisor

Justin G. Muzinich, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury

Denise Natali, Assistant Secretary of State for Conflict and Stabilization Operations

Dina Powell, Deputy National Security Advisor for Strategy

Jerome Powell, Chairman of the Federal Reserve

Mira R. Ricardel, Deputy National Security Advisor

William B. Roper Jr., Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, Technology, 
Logistics

Jeffrey A. Rosen, Attorney General and Deputy Secretary of Transportation

Wilbur Louis Ross Jr., Secretary Of Commerce 

Anthony Scaramucci, Whitehouse Director of Communications

Kiron K. Skinner, Director of Policy Planning in the State Department

Susan A. Thornton, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Ray Washburne, President and CEO of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation

Owen West, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and Low-Intensity 
Conflict

Robert Wilkie, Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Heather Ann Wilson, Secretary of the Air Force

Janet Yellen, Secretary of Treasury

The Obama Administration

Antony Blinken, Deputy National Security Advisor, Deputy Secretary of State

William J. Burns, Deputy Secretary of State



John Bryson, Secretary of Commerce

Sylvia Mathews Burwell, Secretary of Health and Human Services

Ash Carter, Secretary of Defense

William M. Daley, Chief of Staff

Rosemary Anne DiCarlo, Acting Ambassador to the United Nations

Thomas Donilon, National Security Advisor

Michael Froman, United States Trade Representative (President of the Council on Foreign 
Relations)

Jason Furman, Chair of Council of Economic Advisers

Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense

Timothy F. Geithner, Secretary of the Treasury

Chuck Hagel, Secretary of Defense

Jeh Johnson, Secretary of Homeland Security

R. Gil Kerlikowske, Customs and Border Protection, Director of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy 

Cameron Kerry, General Counsel of the Department of Commerce, Acting Secretary of 
Commerce

Jack Lew, Secretary of the Treasury

David McKean, Director of Policy Planning in the State Department

Karen Mills, Administrator of the Small Business Administration

Ernest Moniz, Secretary of Energy

Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security

Peter Orszag, Director of the Office of Management and Budget

David H. Petraeus, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency

Daniel Poneman, Deputy Secretary of Energy

Jerome Powell, Federal Reserve Board of Governors

Penny Pritzker, Secretary of Commerce

Susan Rice, Ambassador to the United Nations

Eric Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Anne-Marie Slaughter, Director of Policy Planning in the State Department

Jake Sullivan, Director of Policy Planning in the State Department



Tom Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture

Neal S. Wolin, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury, Chair of the Intelligence Oversight Board

Janet Yellen, Chair of the Federal Reserve

From the CFR Website: Membership Roster

(names that I recognized)

Note: (PNAC) means they are a signatories to the Project for the New American Century

Elliott Abrams (PNAC)

Madeleine K. Albright 

James A. Baker III

Nicolas Berggruen

Lloyd Blankfein 

Richard Blum (Diane 
Feinstein’s Husband)

Max Boot

L. Paul Bremer III 

Tom Brokaw 

Mika Brzezinski 

Barbara P. Bush 

Ash Carter 

Richard B. Cheney 

Wesley Clark 

Chelsea Clinton 

William J. Clinton 

Amy Klobuchar

Katie Couric 

Jamie Dimon 

Paula J. Dobriansky 
(PNAC)

Christopher J. Dodd 

Richard S. Dreyfuss 

Richard Engel 

Dianne Feinstein 

Aaron L. Friedberg 
(PNAC)

Francis Fukuyama 
(PNAC)

Tulsi Gabbard 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

Jeffrey A. Goldstein 

Alan Greenspan 

Lee H. Hamilton 

Gary Hart 

Michael Hayden 

Angelina Jolie 

Caroline Kennedy 

Edward Kennedy Jr. 

John F. Kerry 

Nina Khrushcheva 

Henry A. Kissinger 

Lewis Libby (Scooter) 
(PNAC)

Joseph I. Lieberman 

Judith Miller 

Andrea Mitchell 

Walter F. Mondale 

John Nagl 

John D. Negroponte 

Peggy Noonan 

Grover G. Norquist

Sam Nunn 

Carter W. Page 

Henry M. Paulson Jr. 

Colin L. Powell

Dan Rather 

Condoleezza Rice 

Bill Richardson 

David Rockefeller Jr. 

John D. Rockefeller IV 

Jeffrey D. Sachs 

Diane Sawyer 

https://www.cfr.org/membership/roster


Joe Scarborough 

Eric Schmidt

Brent Scowcroft 

Andrew J. Shapiro 

Mary Schapiro 

Islam A. Siddiqui 

Adam Smith 

Olympia J. Snowe 

Nancy E. Soderberg 

George Soros 

Lesley Stahl 

George R. 
Stephanopoulos 

Joseph E. Stiglitz 

Lawrence H. Summers 

John E. Sununu

Jake Tapper

Cyrus R. Vance Jr.

Katrina vanden Heuvel 

Paul A. Volcker 

Mark R. Warner 

Brian D. Williams 

Paul D. Wolfowitz (PNAC)

Judy Woodruff

Bob Woodruff 

Jim Woolsey 

Fareed Zakaria

Abridged List from Wikipedia: Members of the Council on Foreign Relations

Notable Council Members 

Roger Ailes (former Chairman and CEO of Fox News)

Lamar Alexander (45th Governor of Tennessee, United States Republican Senator, 5th 
United States Secretary of Education under George H. W. Bush)

John Abizaid (U.S. Army General, former head of CENTCOM)

John B. Anderson (former Republican/Independent congressman from Illinois)

Bruce Babbitt {16th Governor of Arizona, 47th United States Secretary of the Interior 
under Clinton}

Howard Baker (13th Senate Majority Leader of the United States Senate, 12th White 
House Chief of Staff under Ronald Reagan, husband of Nancy Kassebaum Baker)

James Baker (61st Secretary of State of the United States under George H. W. Bush, and 
67th Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under Ronald Reagan, 10th & 
16th White House chief of staff to President's Reagan and George H. W. Bush)

Joe Biden (47th Vice-President of the United States)

Josh Bolten (22nd White House chief-of-staff under George W. Bush)

Sandy Berger (19th United States National Security Advisor under President Bill Clinton)

Warren Beatty (actor, film producer, director)

Jeffrey Bewkes (president of Time Warner)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Members_of_the_Council_on_Foreign_Relations


Stephen Biddle (theorist setting U.S. counter-insurgency policy)

Michael R. Bloomberg (108th Mayor of New York City, founder of Bloomberg L.P.)

Max Boot (military historian, and foreign policy expert)

Bill Bradley (former Democratic senator from New Jersey, NBA hall of fame basketball 
player)

Richard Branson (founder of Virgin Group)

Stephen Gerald Breyer (United States Supreme Court justice)

Bill Brock (50th chairman of the Republican Party, 8th U.S. trade ambassador and 18th 
United States Secretary of Labor under Ronald Reagan, former Republican United 
States Senator from Tennessee)

Erin Burnett (journalist, CNN anchor)

George H. W. Bush (41st President of the United States)

Zbigniew Brzezinski (10th United States National Security Advisor under President Jimmy 
Carter)

Jonathan S. Bush (healthcare CEO, son of Jonathan Bush, brother of NBC entertainment 
reporter Billy Bush)

Frank Carlucci (16th Secretary of Defense and 15th U.S. national security adviser under 
Ronald Reagan, 13th deputy director of the Central Intelligence Agency under Jimmy 
Carter)

Jimmy Carter (39th President of the United States)

Juju Chang (journalist, reporter for ABC News)

Hillary Clinton (former First Lady of the United States, former United States Senator from 
New York, 67th United States Secretary of State under Barack Obama)

George Clooney (actor, director, screenwriter, producer, United Nations Messenger of 
Peace)

Stephen F. Cohen (professor of Russian studies at NYU, husband of Katrina vanden 
Heuvel)

Katie Couric (former CBS and NBC journalist, talk show host)

Edward F. Cox (international attorney, chairman of the New York Republican party, son-in-
law of Richard Nixon)

Mario Cuomo (Democratic politician, 52nd Governor of New York)

William M. Daley (24th White House chief of staff under Obama, 32nd secretary of 
commerce under Bill Clinton)



Michael Dukakis (65th and 67th governor of Massachusetts, 1988 Democratic Party 
nominee for the Presidency)

John Edwards (former Democratic U.S. senator from North Carolina, 2004 Democratic 
Vice-Presidential nominee)

Bill Frist (Republican politician, former United States Senate Majority Leader of the United 
States Senate)

Mikhail Fridman (Russian oligarch, International Advisory Board member)

Thomas Friedman (columnist for The New York Times)

Tom Foley (57th speaker of the United States House of Representatives)

Dick Gephardt (22nd Majority Leader of the United States House of Representatives)

David Gergen (advisor to Richard Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton, 
commentator for CNN)

Mikhail Gorbachev (former President of the USSR)

Newt Gingrich (58th Speaker of the United States House of Representatives)

Tenzin Gyatso (14th Dalai Lama)

Vernon Jordan (advisor to President Bill Clinton)

Robert Kagan (cofounded Project for the New American Century)

Paul R. Krugman (economist, columnist for the New York Times)

Charles Krauthammer (columnist for the Washington Post and political commentator at 
Fox News)

John Robert Lewis (Democratic United States congressman from the state of Georgia, 
famed civil-rights leader)

Jim Lehrer (journalist, former anchor for PBS)

John McCain (United States Republican Senator from Arizona, 2008 Republican Party 
nominee for the Presidency)

George J. Mitchell (17th Senate Majority Leader of the United States Senate}

Bill Moyers (former press-secretary to Lyndon Johnson, public commentator for PBS)

Rupert Murdoch (founder/chairman/CEO of News Corp and Fox News)

Sandra Day O'Connor (former United States Supreme Court justice)

George Pataki (Republican politician, 53rd Governor of New York)

David Petraeus (United States Army General, former head of CENTCOM, 22nd director of 
the CIA)



Priscilla Presley (actress and former chairwoman of the board of Elvis Presley 
Enterprises)

Janet Reno (78th United States Attorney General under Clinton)

Charles Rangel (United States Democratic Congressman from New York City)

Charlie Rose (PBS journalist and The Early Show anchor)

Robert Rubin (70th Secretary of the Treasury under Bill Clinton)

David Stern (commissioner of the NBA)

Karenna Gore Schiff (daughter of Al Gore)

George Shultz (60th United States Secretary of State under Reagan, 62nd United States 
Secretary of the Treasury and 11th United States Secretary of Labor under Richard 
Nixon}

Adlai Stevenson III (former Democratic United States Senator from Illinois, son of Adlai 
Stevenson II)

Stansfield Turner (United States Navy Admiral, 12th director of the CIA under Jimmy 
Carter)

Barbara Walters (ABC News journalist)

James Woolsey (16th Director of Central Intelligence under Bill Clinton)

Robert Zoellick (11th President of the World Bank)

Notable Historical Members

Harold Agnew (physicist, director of Los Alamos National Laboratory)

Umberto Agnelli (Italian industrialist, ceo of Fiat)

McGeorge Bundy (National Security advisor for Presidents John F. Kennedy & Lyndon B. 
Johnson)

William F. Buckley, Jr (commentator, publisher, founder of the National Review)

Thomas E. Dewey (47th governor of New York, former Republican nominee for President 
in 1944 and 1948)

Allen Dulles (former Director of the CIA)

John Foster Dulles (52nd Secretary of State of the United States under Ike Eisenhower)

Gerald Ford (38th President of the United States of America)

Geraldine Ferraro (former Democratic New York congresswoman, first woman on a major 
party presidential ticket in 1984)



Alexander Haig (United States Army General, 59th Secretary of State of the United States 
under Ronald Reagan)

Herbert Hoover (31st President of the United States)

Jack Kemp (Hall of Fame quarterback, Republican congressman from New York, 9th 
United States Secretary of Housing and Urban Development under G. H. W. Bush, 
1996 Republican Vice-Presidential nominee)

Jeane Kirkpatrick (diplomat, 16th United States Ambassador to the United Nations)

George McGovern (former Democratic senator from South Dakota, 1972 Democratic 
Party nominee for President)

Robert McNamara (8th Secretary of Defense under Presidents John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon B. Johnson, 5th President of the World Bank)

Daniel Patrick Moynihan (diplomat, former Democratic Senator from New York)

Edmund Muskie (58th Secretary of State of the United States)

Richard M. Nixon (37th President of the United States)

David Rockefeller

Nelson Rockefeller (41st Vice-President of the United States, and Governor of New York)

John D. Rockefeller 3rd

Dean Rusk (54th Secretary of State of the United States under Kennedy and Lyndon 
Johnson)

Carl Sagan (American scientist)

Arthur Schlesinger (historian, academic)

Shirley Temple (actress, United States Ambassador to Czechoslovakia)

Cyrus Vance (57th Secretary of State of the United States under Jimmy Carter)

The Council on Foreign Relations and the Media

See the February 12, 2018 article by Matt Agorist, WikiLeaks Exposes How Council on 
Foreign Relations Controls Most All Mainstream Media, about the depth to which the CFR 
has penetrated mainstream media. About halfway down the article there is a graphic, 
which when clicked will expand and when clicked again, will reveal a super high definition 
image.

You can also download the image here: The American Empire and its Media Graphic. 
(On a Mac, in Preview, Command+0 {zero} will make it full size.)

https://goldengalaxies.net/Quasar/?page_id=4677
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2018/02/wikileaks-exposes-how-council-on-foreign-relations-controls-most-all-mainstream-media/
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2018/02/wikileaks-exposes-how-council-on-foreign-relations-controls-most-all-mainstream-media/


The graphic also includes members of the Trilateral Commission and the Bilderberg 
Meetings. Note that at the very bottom of the graphic is a list of the abbreviations used 
next to the photos of the media moguls and personalities, regarding their affiliations.

See also the article on the Swiss Policy Research website that Matt Agorist refers to, 
The American Empire and its Media for more information.

https://swprs.org/the-american-empire-and-its-media/

